Is obstetrics-gynecology a primary care specialty?
Suddenly everyone wants more primary care physicians. For several years, we collected data from senior medical students to relate their attitudes and beliefs about several clinical problems common to primary care to their choices of residencies. Because the Texas Medical Association's Special Committee on Primary Care included obstetrics-gynecology as a primary care specialty, we reviewed our data to see if the personal traits and professional role characteristics of seniors choosing obstetrics-gynecology differed materially from those of seniors choosing family medicine, internal medicine, or pediatrics. Results of this analysis put obstetrics-gynecology about as firmly in the primary care group as if the experimental design had planned it that way.